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NEIGHBORHOOD FOODIES

BBQ Truck Offers Friendly, Tasty Specialties

By Julie Baher

Bill's Family BBQ (www.billsfamilybarbecue.com) is right
around the corner from Monta Loma — next time you

take Old Middlefield to 101 South, look for Bill's truck right
before the exit. We sampled the pulled-pork sandwich, sweet
potato fries and cole slaw. All very tasty. There is some out-
door seating, but we took ours home (they only offer take-
out, no delivery). The folks working there were very friendly
and shared some samples with us while we were deciding
what to order. So far, it's my favorite local BBQ option —
give it a try!
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Monta Loma Orange Fig Honey Marmalade
By Heather Schoell

This is the ultimate Monta Loma recipe — everything can
be found abundantly here in our neighborhood. Depending
on the oranges, it might be slightly bitter, but that gives the
jam a sophisticated taste. And you can harvest your figs,
trim and freeze them, and make this in the winter when the
oranges are ripe. There are a few bee keepers in the neigh-
borhood. IKeep an eye out on the email list for offerings.

2 Ibs, 10 oz figs

3 Ibs honey

2 Ibs, 10 oz citrus (~5-6 oranges)
3 C water

Wash, trim, quarter figs

Add honey to macerate overnight

Wash citrus, slice into quarters, remove central pith & seeds
Put seeds into a mesh bag—this works as the pectin

Cut orange quarters into thin slices

Put in a bowl with 3 C water, soak overnight

Combine all ingredients and bring to a boil until it reduces
by half. Temperature should get to 220° F.

Test for jam set by putting a puddle on a plate that's been in
the freezer and see if it still runs when turned sideways.

If jam does not run, then it's set, and jars can be filled.

Note: If oranges don't contain seeds, you may need to add
pectin. Follow instructions on package based on amount of jam.
Adjust amounts based on amount of fruit available.

Weight ratio is roughly 1 figs : 1 honey : 1 citrus : .5 water
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MONTA LOMA FUN & GAMES

Monarchs Abound In Monta Loma! How Many Can You Find as They Emerge This Spring?

A newly hatched Monarch
resting and drying
— Birgit Grundler

paintbrush
— Ann McMillan

First day of flight
— Kathy Slattery
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AROUND THE BLOCK

December Bike Ride Celebrates Efforts to Restore and Protect Local Bay Lands

By Patrick Moran

Within five miles of Monta Loma is the local section of the
San Francisco Bay Trail, which offers easy riding for bikes
and great views of the local wetlands and wildlife. Civic lead-
ers and the heads of several local agencies worked together
to create a bike ride in December that featured several stops
during which they took turns talking about the ongoing
efforts to restore the wetlands, deal with anticipated sea rise,
and create an attraction that will encourage local residents
to come and enjoy the outdoors.

Among the organizers were Lenny Siegel and Pat Show-
alter, both of whom formerly served on the Mountain View
City Council and as mayor of Mountain View. Also speaking
was Dave Halsing, executive project manager for the South
Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project. Aside from enjoying the
views, I came home with at least a couple main takeaways
from the day. First, it was an eye opener to learn just how
many agencies play a part in overseeing the local bay lands;
it was clear that without significant cooperation not much
would get done. It was encouraging to hear that the various
stalkeholders do seem to be working together well. Second,
the vision and plans for the local wetlands have already been
in process for many years, and have many more years to
go. For example, Dave Halsing described some of the work
restoring local salt ponds; for each pond it is a painstaking,
multi-year process to return the waterway to a more natural
state. One has to take the long view when thinking about
the bay environment.
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As a bonus, we now have new bike-friendly route to
Bay Trail: the Highway 101 Pedestrian/Bike Bridge. As
bike bridges go, this one is definitely deluxe. In addition to
providing a safer way to get to the east side of Highway
101, the bridge includes an overlook with a view towards
the northeast and signage providing a larger environmen-
tal background. Reaching the new bike bridge from Monta
Loma requires riding only slightly further than taking the
San Antonio Road bridge, and is definitely worth the effort.

The spealers did not say when they may organize
another similar ride with talks in the future, but I would
highly recommend attending if they do so.

Resources to learn more:

The December ride route, courtesy of Lenny Siegel
www.plotaroute.com/route/1754734

The San Francisco Bay Trail
mtc.ca.gov/operations/regional-trails-parks/san-francisco-bay-trail

We, Larry & Martha Rippere,
moved to Benjamin Drive as
young newlyweds in 1968. We
stuck! Larry worked at Lockheed
Sunnyvale until 1998. We would
ride our bikes together every
morning, then Martha would
return home. From time to time
wed take excursions (Shoreline
Trail, Skyline, Canada Road) but
we mostly bike for all our local
errands (church, shopping, even
$250 from Costco).

Our bikes are from garage
sales or neighbors, never more
than $100.

The "Monta Loma Route" is
now our daily "wheelchair"
exercise. We head out Alvin to
Middlefield, Rengstorff, and
Central, coming back through
the Waymo campus and Nita.
One pic of Larry is starting this
5= ~4-mile route would take you
= -‘ 5-10 minutes. It takes us 20!
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Register Bikes With a Free Bikelndex Code

A bike of any value should be registered. Police depart-
ments direct people to bikeindex.org, a non-profit online bike
registry. The bikeindex site offers easy, step-by-step instruc-
tions for registration and provides a QR sticker to place on
the bike. If the bike is found, anyone with a smart phone can
quickly determine whether it has been reported as stolen,
and reunite the bike with its owner.

1. Record the bike's Make, Model, Color, Serial Number.
2. Create an account at bikeindex.org and register.

3. Contact Tom at MontaLomaNBC@gmail.com to get a
sticker. If you send your address and how many stick-
ers you need he will drop it off in your mail slot.

4. Log onto your bikeindex account on your smartphone
and then scan the QR code.

5. At the url encoded by the sticker, you can click a link
to register the sticker to a specific bike.

The MLNA has generously purchased a supply of the
QR stickers, so they can be offered free to any residents who
would like to place one on their bike(s).

If you would like some help, or to join our Monta Loma
bikeindex account, contact Tom at MontaLomaNBC@gmail.
com and he will help you through the process.

ParkRun Byxbee Park 5K Free Run
Every Saturday Morning

By Jennifer Dell-Ernstrom

There is a free weekly timed 5k run/jog/walk at 8 am. every
Saturday at Byxbee Park in Palo Alto. It is a volunteer run
organization called ParkRun that was started in the UK a few
years ago and now has local runs all over the world.

People are very friendly and I have jogged and volunteered
with it since it started in Palo Alto. The local website tells how
to join in the fun: www.parkrun.us/byxbee

Selling Homes For Top Dollar In Mountain View Over 25 Years. ..

HOW WE CAN HELP YOU....

NOT SELLING!

» Great up-to-date ideas for home improvements with minimal
investment, as well as medium to large sized remodeling
projects

SELLING WITHIN 3 YEARS?

 Call us for a walkthrough to share our proven market-
preparation upgrades that provide the biggest bang for your
buck / ROl when you are ready to sell

» Access to our Rolodex of tradespeople for those improvements

SHELLY POTVIN
REALTOR®

650.303.7501

shelly@sereno.com

With no obligation we have helped many Sellers in Monta Loma with the following:

Sereno-

.

YOUR MONTA LOMA TEAM

NeighborhoodSpecialist

» Access to our Rolodex of tradespeople

» Names of local lenders for re-fi and lines of credit

Unfortunately, most people improve their home just before they sell and never enjoy those upgrades...how sad!

» Understand the true value of your home verses what the
websites say which are traditionally inaccurate

» Considering selling in 2022...call us for a zero-obligation
consultation. Our Plan-Of-Action will ultimately provide the
highest possible price for your home

MICHAEL SUTTON
REALTOR®

650.799.2253

sutton@sereno.com

ShellyPotvin.com | DRE 01236885

DRE 01916467 | MichaelSuttonRealtor.com
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Dove Dental Smiles

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

New Patients Welcome
Friendly Exceptional Service

Shirley Irudayaraj DDS
877 W Fremont Ave Suite L1
Sunnyvale, CA 94087

cail 408 498 0244

www.dovedentalsmiles.com
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523 BUYERS AND SELLERS REPRESENTED

IN MOUNTAIN VIEW
25 MOUNTAIN VIEW HOMES SOLD IN 2021

1 O 7% AVERAGE PERCENTAGE OF THE LIST PRICE
25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN MOUNTAIN VIEW

# 1 AGENT IN MOUNTAIN VIEW 2021

@ IPE TEQYER SROUP
WITH INVENTORY LOW AND DEMAND STRONG,
2022 WILL BE A GREAT TIME TO SELL. CALL DAVID!

Sewing Monta loma for Mo'e than 40 Yeass!

This is a Great Time to Sell...

Buyers want to buy before rates go up
But inventory is lower than ever

It's time to call Lynne Mercer...

The Monta loma S/zecm&'st

Visit my blog at www.Lmercer.com
for market updates and home improvement ideas

650906.0162 * Lmercer@Compass.com

Lynne Mercer

DRE# 00796211
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