
Please volunteer for the Ice Cream Social
It takes many people to make the ICS a success, 
so please volunteer. Contact Nirvana Nwokidu at 
eventcoordinator@montaloma.org or 575-1917. !ese 
are just some of the ways to help:

• Sta" the ice cream toppings table.
• Volunteer your folding tables.
• Pick up and return folding tables.
• Help set up and take down tables.
• Take a half-hour shi# scooping ice cream.
• Take a half-hour shi# at the Welcome table.
• Take a half-hour shi# at another table.
• Organize a simple cra# project for kids. We have 

supplies.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW

MONTA  LOMA  NEWS

Monta Loma Neighborhood 
Ice Cream Social

 Vengan todos a conocer y platicar con sus vecinos y amigos!
Come and meet your neighbors while enjoying free ice cream.

Sunday, August 30, 3 to 5 p.m.
Monta Loma Park

Help is needed! See below.

!ings to see and do at the Ice Cream Social (ICS)
• Visit the MLNA welcome table $rst and sign in. Write your name and street on a nametag so your neighbors 

can meet you.
• Visit the ice cream toppings table for add-ons to enhance your ice cream. 
• Buy a Monta Loma tee shirt. 
• Stop by the PTA table to see what’s new at our school.
• Visit the Monta Loma Preschooler Network’s table to learn about their upcoming events.
• Donate stu"ed animals to the Animals Beacons of Light (p. 3)
• Visit our Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) display. Sign up.
• Ask Gary the Balloon Man to make you a very cool hat. 
• Meet members of our police department.
• Contribute some local lore or artifacts at the Monta Loma History table.
• Visit Laureen Lam’s table to learn what you can plant to help $ght allergies.
• Enjoy live music, again performed by violinist Nathan Ho and his friends.
• Look for the MVFD (if they’re not on a call) and Gloria’s cotton candy a#er 4:00.

!
Tee shirt order deadline is 
Monday
See the shirt choices at www.
montaloma.org/shirts. To get the 
size, color, and style you want, order 
online or contact Marilyn (marilyn@
gildea.com or 940-1606) by 5 p.m. on 
Monday, August 17.
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Monta Loma School tra"c alert
Classes begin on Monday, August 17, so plan around these school tra%c times: 
8:10 – 8:35, 1:50 – 2:10, and 3:00 – 3:30. On !ursdays all students leave at 12:30. 
    Expect heavy tra%c on the $rst day as most parents come early and stay for 
part of the morning. It will be a minimum day, with all students released at 
12:30.

Monta Loma school/park boundaries
!e blue signs reading “Public use of school grounds is not allowed during 
school hours M-F 7:30 AM to 3:30 PM” were requested by school parents due 
to ongoing problems with dogs on campus during the school day. !e entire 
playing $eld and baseball area are school property, with the paved path the 
boundary. !e playground on the south side of the park (nearest to Laura) is 
open to the public, as well as the space outside the paved path.

Refurbishing planned for Monta Loma School 
By Bill Lambert, MVWSD trustee
During a meeting in June, the Mountain View Whisman School District 
Board gave the go-ahead for the architect and contractor to begin plans for 
refurbishing Monta Loma School. Monta Loma will be the $rst elementary 
school within the district to be worked on as part of the Measure G facilities 
bond. It was recognized that of all the schools in the district, Monta Loma needs 
the most work. 
    !ere will be several opportunities for the community, the school sta", and 
other stakeholders to be involved in the planning. We expect public outreach to 
begin early this fall, so please watch for announcements. Meeting notices will be 
posted on the MVWSD website, mvwsd.org.

Annual Meeting and Board Election report
Approximately 75 residents attended the meeting on June 4 in the community 
room at Google’s new May$eld site, !e Rails. A#er a welcome by Google’s 
liaison with Monta Loma, MLNA President Bill Cranston reported on the year’s 
activities and introduced the board candidates.
    A#er the ballot box was passed, Patrick Neschleba and Jill Rakestraw of 
the Mountain View Whisman School District Board (MVWSD) Facilities 
Committee explained the committee’s conclusions. Patrick described the 
discrepancies between the schools; the committee’s top priority is the bringing 
all the schools up to meeting the base district standard. Other priorities are to 
make it easier and safer for students to walk or bike to school, and to improve 
the tra%c &ow for drivers. Patrick also described the construction plans for 
Monta Loma School.
    Following announcement of the voting results (all candidates were elected), 
our second speaker, Mayor John McAlister, said that this was the largest 
neighborhood association crowd that he’s seen, and that ML is one of the best 
organized neighborhoods in the city. He answered questions, which were mostly 
about what the city is doing to manage the impact of growth. !e Council 
is looking at each development for ways to mitigate the impact as much as 
possible. He’d like to see more mass transit (such as express commuter buses) 
on Hwy 85, and more Caltrain trains. He said that the best transit system in the 
county is the one run by Google.
    !is was our $rst time in the new Google facility and we will do some things, 
such as the sign-in procedure, di"erently in future. Everyone appreciated the 
room’s amenities and its convenient location, and also Google’s willingness to 
make it available for neighborhood events.

Board positions realignment 
A#er the post-election board meeting, our newly elected MLNA secretary 
realized that she doesn’t have time for another volunteer activity and resigned. 
Alice Hazelgrove has stepped back into the position. 
    If you are interested in serving on the MLNA Board, which meets on a 
Monday evening approximately every six weeks, please contact any board 
member. See list at top le#.
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THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS! 
Thanks to those who delivered 
the June newsletter: John 
Canata, Vannina Champenois, 
Donna Clarke, Jim & Alice 
Cochran, Bill Cranston, Birgit 
Grundler, Maria Harnoto, 
Marianna Harvey, Alice 
Hazelgrove (2 bundles), Chuck 
& Cookie Henderson, Isabella 
Hill & Eli, Paul Kostka, Vickie 
Lee, Vania Mendonca, Victoria 
Perry, Leane Reelfs, Jeff Regan 
& Helena Vervoort & family, 
and Pat Young. 
    We welcome more 
volunteers, even those who 
can help only occasionally. It’s 
a good way to get to know 
your neighborhood and get an 
hour’s exercise. Contact the 
editor to learn more.

Are you ready for an emergency?
Having some emergency training is part of being a responsible citizen. You can 
check out Monta Loma’s CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) at the 
Ice Cream Social and at any of our Saturday Sessions on the second Saturday 
of the month, between 9 and 11 a.m. at the trailer next to Monta Loma School. 
!e next sessions are on September 12 and October 10. Questions? Contact Tim 
Slattery at tim_slattery@usa.net or 964-6389.
    We encourage you to take the city’s free CERT course, whether or not you 
join our neighborhood group. !e next series begins October 1 but don’t wait 
to register; the June class $lled early. A link to info is on the CERT page at 
montaloma.org, under MLNA.

Donate stu#ed animals at the Ice Cream Social
By Jenise Dormann
!e Animal Beacons of Light project gathers stu"ed animals, freshens them, 
and gi#s them to children around the world who appreciate something to 
cuddle. Bring your donations, labeled with your name, to the Ice Cream Social.
    We seek new or gently used so#-$lled stu"ed animals between 6 and 24 
inches, made of fake fur, plush, or so# cloth, and that are cute, cuddly, and in 
excellent condition. More information is at www.mlna.wikispot.org/Stu"ed_
Animals. Questions? Contact Jenise at animalbeaconso&ight@gmail.com or 
954-8443. 

Neighborhood Watch – prevent package the$
By Tom Purcell, Monta Loma Neighborhood Watch Captain
As online shopping increases, package the# is also increasing. For the MVPD’s 
the#-prevention tips, visit goo.gl/CUkeab. If you suspect that a package was 
stolen, $ling a report with the MVPD helps them establish a pattern of activity, 
prosecute suspects, and reunite people with their possessions. To $le a report, 
go to goo.gl/eZ9kFb and click on Report a Crime. To see what the MVPD has 
recovered visit goo.gl/HfN2Li.
    If you have home security cameras, include in the coverage area any area 
where you expect packages to be le#. Cameras may not act as a deterrent, but 
they may con$rm that your package was stolen, and may provide police with 
clues to the thief ’s identity. 
    To print a copy of Keeping Monta Loma Safe for your refrigerator or other 
handy spot, see montaloma.org/mlna/neighborhood-watch/.

Haven’t scheduled your block party?
If you haven’t yet planned your party, the a#er-summer-vacation season is a 
good time to hold it. A block party is great way to meet your neighbors, build 
the camaraderie that helps keep our neighborhood safe, and compile a list of 
each other’s contact information to share. To promote these goals, the MLNA 
will help pay for your party. For how-to information, go to www.montaloma.org 
and click on Block Parties under Events. Scroll to the bottom of the page and 
click on “printable version.”
    In response to a request, the Monta Loma CERT group has agreed to loan its 
orange tra%c cones to block o" your street. You must return the cones in good 
condition within a week or replace them. (OSH sells 18-inch orange cones for 
about $12 each.) To make arrangements to borrow and return the cones, contact 
CERT member John !omas at johnt589@comcast.net.
    Our Neighborhood Watch Captain, Tom Purcell on Alvin, would be happy 
to attend your party to meet your neighbors and discuss security. Contact Tom 
at MontaLomaNBC@gmail.com or 224-5110. To invite a MVPD o%cer, contact 
Sgt. Bryan Albarillo at bryan.albarillo@mountainview.gov or 903-6367. To 
invite city council members, email them all at citycouncil@mountainview.gov 
or individually under Council Roster at www.mountainview.gov.

Neighborhood  Resources
     
Community  Emergency  
Response  Team  (CERT)  
Tim  Slattery,  964-­6389  
tim_slattery@usa.net  
  
Neighborhood  Watch  
Coordinator  
Tom  Purcell,  224-­5110  
MontaLomaNBC@gmail.com
  
Activities  Committee  
Alice  Hazelgrove,  204-­5105  
albee1956@gmail.com
      
Preschooler  Network  
Maren  Whitson,  450-­6354  
maren.whitson@gmail.com
  
MLN  Neighborhood  Email  List  
mln@yahoogroups.com    
List  owner:  Peggy  Manor  
mamm@pobox.com  
To  join  this  or  alternate  lists    
go  to  montaloma.org/mlna  and    
click  on  MLNA  Email  Lists.  
  
MLNA  Websites  
www.montaloma.org  
Referrals:    
localwiki.org/montaloma  
Webmaster:  Hien  Do  
webmaster@montaloma.org
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City boards and commissions
Want to help make Mountain View a better place to live? 
Consider serving on one of the city’s boards, commissions, 
or committees. !ese groups provide advice in their areas 
of expertise to the City Council. Being part of one gives you 
an ongoing $rst-hand look at matters that usually come 
before the City Council, but at the point where (sometimes 
substantial) changes can be made.
    Advisory body openings include Library, Environmental 
Planning, Parks, B/PAC, Downtown, Senior, and Visual 
Arts. Apply by September 30 by going to the Mountain 
View website at www.mountainview.gov and click on 
Advisory Bodies under City Council, or call 903-6304.

Google bikes and Google buses 
If you see a multicolor Google bike where it probably 
shouldn’t be, report its location and the time spotted to 
Google Security (253-5353) and they will pick it up. Some 
bikes have that phone number in the basket.
    If you see a Google bus within our neighborhood (either 
a large white one or a medium-size black one with a “Rails 
Connector” sign in the front window), report the time and 
location to Bill Cranston (president@montaloma.org or 
949-1838) and he will pass the information on to Google.

Google/neighborhood communications
A reminder that to avoid confusion and con&icting 
messages, all communications with Google must be 
through the neighborhood’s designated representative and 
Google’s designated representative. MLNA President Bill 
Cranston is our designated representative. You can contact 
Bill at president@montaloma.org or 949-1838.

Monta Loma gains third Little Free Library
!e Whitson family recently built a Little Free Library on 
Alvin. Like Alice Hazelgrove’s on Lassen and the Peifer-
Brown$eld family’s on Hamilton, it’s been very popular. 
    If you’d like one at your home, see littlefreelibrary.org 
for information. !e City has authorized the MLNA to 
partially pay for them from our grant, so contact an MLNA 
board member if you are interested. 

Children’s story hours on Lassen 
Alice Hazelgrove’s monthly children’s story hours in her 
front yard on Lassen have been greatly enjoyed. Watch 
the mln email list and the notice board in the park for 
announcements.

Progressive dinner planned for December 5
Our annual Holiday Progressive Potluck Dinner is a great 
way to meet neighbors while enjoying wonderful food and 
contributing to Second Harvest Food Bank. !is year’s 
event is scheduled for Saturday evening, December 5, so 
note the date. Details will be in the autumn newsletter.

Landscape conversion rebates
Rebates are currently $2 per square foot for converting 
high water-using landscape to qualifying low water-using 
landscape. Restrictions apply, and appointments to begin 
the application process are $lling quickly. Visit valleywater.
org/programs/waterconservation.aspx or call the Water 
Conservation Hotline at 408-630-2554.

Shade tents are illegal in driveways 
A#er spending $500 to erect a shade tent in her driveway, 
a neighbor was forced to remove it because it violated 
the City Code. She warns others not to make the same 
expensive mistake. Mountain View City Code Section 
25.4. says “… It shall be unlawful for any owner to engage 
in activities upon such property or to maintain or to allow 
such property to be maintained in such a manner that any 
of the following conditions or activities are found to exist: 
k. Any tent, temporary shelter or collapsible structure in 
the front or side yard and visible from a public right-of-way 
for a period in excess of seventy-two (72) hours or for more 
than two (2) occasions in a calendar year...”

Monta Loma School update
by Angela Lyon, Monta Loma School Principal
Word is out that Monta Loma Elementary is a California 
Distinguished School, and we’ve grown this year to add a 
fourth kindergarten class. I will host a series of Principal’s 
co"ee hours this fall and I invite all parents of preschoolers 
to attend and learn about MLE. Find the dates of the co"ee 
hours at montaloma.mvwsd.org or call 903-6915. Also, you 
don’t need to have school-aged kids to get involved in your 
neighborhood school. We appreciate volunteers who can 
tend our gardens or help with our enrichment programs 
such as the Lego Robotics Club. 
    !e school sta" has had its initial meeting with the 
architects and construction manager who will be handling 
the remodel of the campus next summer. We look forward 
to facilities that will enhance the 21st-century learning 
methods we’re already embracing.

How to help Monta Loma School
• To donate $nancially, go to montaloma.mvwsd.org and 

click on Fundraising Opportunities; it’s under Your 
Involvement. One option is eScrip, which sends a portion 
of your shopping dollars to the school.

• Fresh & Easy has joined eScrip; register at freshandeasy.com.
• To help in a classroom or at events, contact 903-6915 or 

montalomapta@gmail.com.
• To help with the school gardens or campus beauti$cation, 

contact Lorraine Kostka at lorrainekostka@earthlink.net 
or 691-0491.

• To keep kids safe from pets and their droppings, please 
refrain from bringing dogs onto campus and the park 
during school hours. A#er hours, please clean up a#er 
your pet.

Preschooler Network plans race
!e Monta Loma Preschooler Network has planned a 
Kids Amazing Race for October 10. !is fun-$lled event 
will challenge families to explore our neighborhood in 
an entirely unique way. Stop by the Preschooler Network 
table at the Ice Cream Social for details. (Ed. note: Contact 
information is on page 3.)

Monta Loma School Fall Festival is Friday, Oct. 23 
Bring your children and grandchildren on Friday, October 
23, 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. to play games, eat yummy treats, and 
raise money for our school at this annual fundraising event.
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•  KEEPING MONTA LOMA CLEAN AND GREEN • 

Incontinent dogs should be walked in the gutter, not 
on sidewalks.

Young trees need water so give them a deep 
watering (10 gallons) near the trunk at least every two 

Water-­saving tips are at goo.gl/UErkFn and 
saveourh2o.org.

Walkable Sidewalks: If your greenery is hampering 
passersby, please trim it back, and encourage your 
neighbors to do the same. 

Hazardous waste: Visit hhw.org or call 408-­299-­7300 
to make an appointment to drop off your household 
hazardous waste and e-­waste. Drop off outdated 
medications at 2501 Embarcadero Way, Palo Alto. Go 
to paintcare.org/locator/ for stores accepting leftover 

•  •  •  

Peninsula Youth Theatre (PYT) will hold auditions for 
ages 8 to 18 for Annie on August 29 & 30. All who 
audition are cast. Go to pytnet.org for info.

Your Monta Loma Team –
Specializing in and serving your neighborhood!

Experience the !nest 
in real estate representation.
Call now for 
a free market analysis!

Pat Jordan
CalBRE# 00898319

650.793.4274
patjordan989@gmail.com

Shelly Potvin
CalBRE# 01236885

650.303.7501
spotvin@cbnorcal.com

Michael Sutton
CalBRE# 01916467

650.799.2253
michael.sutton@cbnorcal.com

Paper shredding August 22
The next shredding opportunity is on Saturday, August 
22, 8:00 to noon, at the SMaRT Station, 301 Carl Rd. 
in Sunnyvale. You may want to arrange a carpool 
via the mln email list. See mvrecycle.org and click on 
Events, or call 903-­6311. 
    If you shred at home, please put the shreds in paper 
bags, stapled shut, so they won’t litter the street when 
the recycling cart is emptied.

Weather stations right here in Monta Loma
For really local weather information, plus sunrise, 
sunset, moon phase, and more, visit goo.gl/ZL42iF or 
goo.gl/zgjGh5. Visit starreveld.com/weather/ for more 
info.

Neighborhoods Committee awards city grant to MLNA
The city’s Neighborhood Grant Program provides 
annual grants “to help resident-­based groups carry 
out programs and activities designed to improve 
participation and neighborhood conditions.” At the 
June 11 Neighborhoods Committee meeting, MLNA 
board members Bill Cranston, Andre Valente, and 

once again awarded $1,500. We receive the funds 
when we submit receipts for our block parties, Spring 
Fling, and Ice Cream Social. 
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MLN Referral Wiki

of topics on the MLN Referral Wiki. 
Look for it under Quick Links in the 
black area at the very bottom 
of montaloma.org or under 
Resources. Please add your own 
recommendations to the wiki, and 
notify webmaster@montaloma.org 
if you notice outdated information. 
Also at montaloma.org/resources 
is a link to Businesses Owned by 
Neighbors.

Ask Mountain View 
Using Ask Mountain View on the 
city’s website is a very effective way 
to get a response to any inquiry or 
request. Click on the words “Ask MV” 
on the bottom of the home page, 
www.mountainview.gov. If you can’t 

at City Hall will forward your message 
to the right person.
    If you’re not already signed 
up with Ask Mountain View, you 
will be asked to provide contact 
information for a response, or to click 
on Remain Anonymous. If you are 
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Birding in the Monta Loma Neighborhood: !e Brown-Headed Cowbird
by Dotty Calabrese
Again this spring, I noticed Brown-Headed Cowbirds in my yard and in the neighborhood. 
!e Brown-Headed Cowbird is the only “brood parasite” bird common in the U.S. !e female 
does not raise her own young, instead, laying her eggs in the nests of other, usually smaller, 
birds. !ese unwitting hosts then feed and raise the Cowbird baby along with, or instead 
of, their own young. Meanwhile, the Cowbird female lays up to 40 eggs in the nests of other 
birds in a single breeding season. Many of the host species have adapted by covering the 
cowbird egg with a new nest, acting aggressively toward Cowbirds near the nest, etc.
    Several centuries ago, Cowbirds &ew along with bison herds in North America, feeding 
on insects stirred up by the roaming bison. Brood parasitism allowed them to stay with the 
herds, rather than caring for a stationary nest. Cowbirds are now seen with herds of cows, from which they get their 
name, as well as in suburbs, parks, and other open habitats. 
    If you see a 6- to 7-in. streaked brown baby bird with dark eyes and a short, cone-shaped bill begging and being fed 
by a much smaller bird, you’ve probably seen a Cowbird &edgling. Adult males are o#en mistaken for other blackbirds 
with their shiny black body, wings, and tail, until their medium brown heads are noticed. Females are grayish-brown and 
streaked, with lighter feathers below. Cowbirds eat seeds and insects, and are o#en seen foraging on the ground, walking 
rather than hopping.
    Email your bird questions to me at dottycala@aol.com.

MOBILE LIBRARY SCHEDULE

NEW NEIGHBORS? 
Scroll down the home page at 
montaloma.org to the “welcome 
letter” link, then print a copy 
for your new neighbors. Click 
on “New Neighbor?” under 
MLNA for information about our 
neighborhood. If you or a neighbor 
(whether an owner or renter) has 
lived here less than two years 
and would like a packet of local 
information, contact Jenny Coogan 
at coogan@gmail.com or 963-­9811. 

Neighbors’ Links web page; help keep it current 
By Marilyn Gildea
!e Neighbors’ Links page is on the MLN website (montaloma.org) under MLNA. If your link is no longer valid or has 
changed, please let me know so I can update the page. If you are a Monta Loma resident who owns a business and would 
like to be listed, send me your name, business name/description, and the link to your site. If you know that someone listed 
no longer lives in the neighborhood, please contact me at marilyn@gildea.com. 
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Montessori  

Hobbledehoy

Pre-­school  and  Child

Development  Center

Full-­  and  part-­time

Owner  operated  

since  1990

2321  Jane  Lane

Mountain  View,  CA

650-­968-­1155
  

www.hobbledehoy.org

Monta  Loma  year  over  year  sales  (MLS,  Single  Family)  

  Jan.  1  through  June  30,  2014  vs  2015:  

 

 

 

 
 

Call me to find out  

what your home is worth! 

LYNNE  MERCER  
Alain  Pinel  Realtors    

License  #00796211  
Lmercer@apr.com/650-­906-­0162  

Certified  Home  Marketing  Specialist  
  

Your Monta Loma Real Estate Partner 

    2014       2015  

#  of  Sales  

Avg.  List  Price  

Avg.  Sale  Price  

Avg.  Sq.  Ft.  

Avg  $/Sq.  Ft.  

Monta  Loma  Resident  since  2004

www.DoveDentalSmiles.com

Connect with  
Mountain View Police 

and never miss a social beat!
 

Emergency: 9-1-1
Non-Emergency: 650-903-6344

www.mvpd.gov
mountainviewpoliceblog.com

Recieve MVPD alerts via text/email:
local.nixle.com/mountain-view-

police-department

Facebook
/mountainviewpolicedepartment

Twitter 
@MountainViewPD

MVPD collision report:
ecrash.lexisnexis.com

NEXTDOOR NEIGHBORHOODS 
WEBSITE
Nextdoor.com is a private social 
network that enables members 
to post messages to nearby 
neighborhoods, too, if they 
choose. You can select which 
types of messages to receive, 
such as urgent alerts from the 
city and police. At press time, 
montaloma.nextdoor.com had 
276 members.


